
VILLAGE OF BREWSTER 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

15 JULY 2020 
7:30 P.M. 

REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster is holding a virtual regular meeting at 7:30 on July 15, 2020 through Zoom 
Meeting. The Meeting ID is 207 812 8623 and the phone number needed to call in is 1-929-205-6099.  

Attendees:         Absent: 
Mayor: James Schoenig 
Deputy Mayor and Trustee: Christine Piccini 
Trustees; Mary Bryde, George Gaspar, Tom Boissonnault  
Village Police Chief: John Del Gardo 
Village Engineer:  Todd Atkinson 
Village Counsel: Anthony Molé 
Clerk & Treasurer: Michelle Chiudina 
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer:  Donna Milazzo  

Pledge to flag. 

Notation of Exits 

Mayor Schoenig motions to open the meeting, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.  

Regular Meeting  

1. Proclamations for Village Businesses. Mayor Schoenig recalls at the prior meeting, Village Resident, Ken Cord had 
suggested that the Village honor local businesses who have provided for the community during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Mayor Schoenig reads the proclamations and the names of all of the nominations, which include Suburban 
Carting, The Pizza Place, Bob’s Diner, Country Kitchen, Kobackers, Brewster Shipping Center, Tom & Jerry’s, Moonlight 
Café, The Brewster public Library and the Brewster HamletHub. Once all of the Trustees are available to sign the 
proclamations, they will be delivered on Friday, July 17, 2020 with Mrs. Rose Aglieco from the Brewster Chamber of 
Commerce. Trustee Bryde would like to join in handing out the proclamation and asks what time this will start. Clerk 
Chiudina states that once we know we will have all of the proclamations signed she will reach out to Mrs. Aglieco and 
see what time works best for her but Clerk Chiudina is aiming for 10:00 AM. Trustee Gaspar and Trustee Boissonnault 
inform Clerk Chiudina that they will be in the office tomorrow to sign the proclamations and will be able to join the 
Mayor in handing out the proclamations on Friday. Deputy Mayor Piccini states that she will not be able to attend but 
will call when she can come by the office on Thursday to sign the proclamations.  

2. Mr. Kyle DeSantis – Eagle Scout Project. Kyle DeSantis gives his presentation for his project to earn his Eagle Scout title. 
Mr. DeSantis will be interviewing local veterans and would like to have banners of the veterans hung up on the utility 
poles on the same route of the Memorial Day Parade (North Main Street to Railroad Avenue) for his Eagle Scout 
project. This project will benefit the Brewster VFW Post 672 as a give back and a thank you for all of the memories. Mr. 
DeSantis shares a presentation with the Board regarding the specifications of the banners, and how he will be going 
about hanging the banners as well as requesting that they stay hanging for 5 years. He is hoping to have the banners to 
be up by November, preferably before Veterans’ Day. Trustee Bryde asks how far back in time will Mr. DeSantis be 
researching for the veterans’ banners and Mr. DeSantis plans to go back farther in history prior to World War 2, and 
plans to include local heroes on the banners. Trustee Bryde informs Mr. DeSantis that she has a book on local veterans 
and would be happy to give him some names for research and mentions that this project is a great idea. Mayor 
Schoenig asks if Mr. DeSantis has received permission to hang the banners on the utility poles and Mr. DeSantis states 
that he has the form from NYSEG but needs the pole numbers. Deputy Mayor Piccini asks how many poles are available 
to use and Mr. DeSantis says that he isn’t sure of the exact number but believes there is enough for the number of 
banners he would like to hang. Deputy Mayor Piccini clarifies that the number of available poles isn’t a limiting factor 
for how many banners he would like to hang and Mr. DeSantis believes so. Trustee Boissonnault clarifies that the 
banners are double sided and Mr. DeSantis confirms that the banners are double sided so one hero will be featured on 



each side. The Board agrees that this is a great idea and Trustee Boissonnault asks if the banners will be hung in such a 
way that they can be taken down during the winter. Mr. DeSantis was expecting that the banners would stay up year-
round and become a part of the Village. Deputy Mayor Piccini asks if there is a personal time line as there have been in 
the past with other Eagle Scout projects and Mr. DeSantis explains that because of COVID-19 he is able to get a three-
month extension on his project. Deputy Mayor Piccini asks how the donation information is distributed and Mr. 
DeSantis explains that he is in the process of making a Facebook page to connect people to where to donate. Trustee 
Bryde asks how he will be receiving the donations, and Perry Verrino, Leader of Troop 1, informs the Board that 
donations are routed to the Treasurer and distributed to Mr. DeSantis.  Mayor Schoenig motions to allow Mr. DeSantis 
to hang the banners along North Main Street and Railroad Avenue, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0. Deputy 
Mayor Piccini asks if the Board could have a replica copy of the banners, and Mr. Verricino says that will be easy to 
obtain. Trustee Gaspar asks if the Board would be allowed to put a notice on the website that Mr. DeSantis is raising 
money for this project and how to donate. Clerk Chiudina explains that once the page to donate is set up and Mr. 
DeSantis sends it to her, she will be able to post it on the website and the Facebook page. Trustee Bryde asks that Mr. 
DeSantis keeps the Board posted on the project.   

3. Monthly Reports 
3.1. Code Enforcement Report June, 2020. Mr. Bill Scorca delivers the Code Enforcement Report for June, 2020. Copies 

will be attached to these minutes. Mr. Scorca discusses the various projects in the Village that are able to resume 
as nonessential construction has been deemed allowable by Governor Cuomo. The various projects in the Village 
include 861-869 Route 22, 530 North Main Street, 571 North Main Street, and the Brewster Public Library. The 
Board allows Mr. Robert Cinque to speak on behalf for VNR Construction about 861-869 Route 22 and asks what 
else is needed for the Board to move forward on the plans, for the request of a change of zoning. Clerk Chiudina 
recalls an email sent to Mr. Cinque today and the initial proposal may have included more bedrooms that were not 
approved by the Building Department and that may need to be adjusted as well as completed plans. Deputy Mayor 
Piccini clarifies that this project is coming before the Board as a change in zoning and Counsel Molé would also like 
clarification if the applicant is going before the Board for a zone change to allow for a special exception use permit 
or to change the zoning district of that particular parcel. Mr. Cinque states the applicant would like a change in the 
zoning for that parcel and clarifies that the requested changes are in the initial proposal, as well as alternative 
methods to propose. The Board discusses the various processes that the applicant can take. Trustee Gaspar 
recommends applying for a zoning amendment to allow for a special exception use permit in that zone for what 
they are proposing to do. Mr. Cinque clarifies that this method is also listed in his initial proposal.  Deputy Mayor 
Piccini asks that Clerk Chiudina adds this project to the next agenda. Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the June, 
2020 Code Enforcement Report, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0.  

3.2. Police Report June, 2020. Chief John Del Gardo delivers the Police Report for June, 2020. Copies will be attached to 
these minutes. The Board inquires about the animal calls that the officers answered. Chief Del Gardo explains the 
turtle in the road was the size of a tire, located by Mayor Mitchell Court and the officers picked up the turtle and 
brought it to Tonetta Brook to release it. Chief Del Gardo recalls the coyote attack, which occurred by A Country 
Kitchen and the person was bit by the coyote, but unfortunately the coyote ran off into the woods before the 
police arrived on the scene. Chief Del Gardo says the lose dog was found and brought home.  Trustee Boissonnault 
asks if the coyote was on the bike trail, and Chief Del Gardo explains that it was closer to A Country Kitchen. 
Deputy Mayor Piccini asks if this was an unprovoked attack and Chief Del Gardo states that it was and that he 
believes the coyote was sick. Deputy Mayor Piccini asks if there are multiple offenses or if they are different people 
under the 9-1-1 Dispatched Calls, and Chief Del Gardo clarifies that all of those incidents listed are from different 
people and in different places. Trustee Bryde asks about the kids playing soccer and where they were. Chief Del 
Gardo explains that they were at Wells Park and were already dispersing when officers arrived. Trustee Bryde 
mentions excessive number of noise complaints and the number of fireworks complaints. Chief Del Gardo said 
there were a lot and all different noises such as parties, loud TVs or music. Deputy Mayor Piccini discusses the 
number of fireworks this year and inquires about any insight the police have on catching those who are setting off 
fireworks. Chief Del Gardo explains that the fireworks are set off at random so it is very difficult to catch anyone 
unless they were putting on a display for a longer period of time and all of the complaints were from all over the 
Village. Trustee Bryde asks about the number of 9-1-1 calls and inquiries about why there were so many and what 
are the issues being called about. Chief Del Gardo explains that the calls are dispatched through to the 9-1-1 center 
and directed to the Village police vehicles. Deputy Mayor Piccini clarifies that are some of those 9-1-1 calls are for 



fireworks because there is nowhere else to call and people were told to call 9-1-1 and Chief Del Gardo confirms 
this. Trustee Bryde mentions that the speeding tickets went up this month from last month and notes that people 
are driving recklessly in her opinion. Chief agrees there is a lot more traffic on the roads now than in previous 
months. Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the June, 2020 Police Report, Trustee Bryde 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0.  

3.3. Mayor Schoenig asks if Mr. Domenic Consentino could be added to the agenda, and the Board agrees. Mr. 
Consentino explains the situation with the Department of Transportation (DOT) and the work being done on the 
new Carmel Avenue Bridge. Mr. Consentino explains that the water main needs to be moved because the stone 
system that was designed is the same depth of the water main. Earlier a tap was performed to lower the new 
connection into the ground and then the connection was supposed to take place today without any interruptions 
to Village water users but there were problems implementing the new connection, causing the water to be shut 
off. Deputy Mayor Piccini asks for clarification if the way that the DOT would like to have the system set up is still 
possible. Mr. Consentino explains that the new connection is in place and the shut off occurred when old items 
that were in the way of the path. Deputy Mayor Piccini asks if DOT will need to do more work and if it will impact 
the water again, and Mr. Consentino hopes that it won’t happen but there is another procedure that needs to be 
done to cap the water main. Trustee Gaspar asks about the plastic in the water main from the taps that was found 
in the fire department’s hoses after the hydrant was used to fill up a truck. Mr. Consentino said it was from the 
contractor who tapped the water last week but it’s more than he’s ever seen come out of a hydrant and when he 
checked other hydrants there was no large amounts of PVC filings like that. Mayor Schoenig confirms that DOT did 
not notify the Village that this shut down was going to happen because originally only a few hours would have 
been affected. The Board hopes to be notified during the next procedure. Mr. Consentino informs the Board that 
the signs are ready to go for private events in the Wells Park. He also informs the Board that he is still waiting for 
the striping company to get back to him on doing the lining for the stop lights and crosswalks that were paved over 
last fall. Trustee Boissonnault clarifies that Spotlight Arts is holding rehearsals for their play starting this weekend 
until the end of next week and will only be using the stage and the field. He states that the playground will also be 
off limits as there is not enough mulch, which is the reason why St. Lawrence did not hold their event there. 
Deputy Mayor Piccini asks how much the mulch cost to fill in the gap to allow the public to use it. Trustee 
Boissonnault says it varies because it’s special mulch but they usually purchase between 6 and 10 yards but does 
not recall the price. He mentions that it is a shame that the park cannot be open this year as it is difficult to meet 
safety requirements. 

4. Brewster Carmel Garden Club – Use of Wells Park. The Board discusses the application that was submitted to use the 
Wells Park pavilion on August 18, 2020 from 11 AM to 2 PM. Along with this application was a letter from the Garden 
Club requesting that fees are waived to use the park. Mayor Schoenig mentions that the Garden Club does a lot of work 
in the Village and are a Not for Profit Organization and for those reasons, Mayor Schoenig asks the Board to waive the 
fees involved with this application. Trustee Bryde inquires if the Garden Club is aware that the bathrooms are closed 
and Mayor Schoenig informs the Board that he spoke with the applicant that the bathrooms are closed and the 
playground is off limits. Clerk Chiudina clarifies that this is just a meeting and a luncheon and not a fundraiser and 
Mayor Schoenig continues by stating they are expecting 25 people at most.  Trustee Boissonnault says that there may 
need to be some weeding to be done before the event. Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the application for the 
Garden Club to use the Wells Park pavilion on August 18, 2020 from 11 AM to 2 PM, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd, all in 
favor 5 to 0.  

5. Set Public Hearing for Local Law 1 of 2020 – Temporary Suspension of Outdoor Dining Restrictions. Counsel Molé 
explains that this Local Law is in line with the Declaration of Emergency notices that have been going out every 5 days, 
as required, to allow outdoor dining in areas where it is currently restricted. He continues by noting that, according to 
this new Local Law, when indoor dining is back at 100% capacity, outdoor dining will no longer be allowed, even though 
the permit currently states that it is valid until December 31, 2020. Mayor Schoenig motions to set a Public Hearing on 
August 5, 2020 at 7:30 PM location will be specified closer to the Public Hearing for Local Law 1 of 2020, either on Zoom 
and/or 50 Main Street, Trustee Gaspar 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0. 

6. 2019 Court Audit – Resolution 071720-1. Trustee Bryde reviewed and approves the Court Audit on June 26th and Court 
Clerk Jean Macli is a pleasure to work with as well as very organized. Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to approve the 2019 
Court Audit, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.  

7. Appointment of Associate Judge Andrew Negro. Mayor Schoenig motions to approve appointment of Associate Justice, 
Andrew Negro, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0. Mr. Andrew Negro introduces himself and gives his personal 



and professional background. He would like to thank the Board for the consideration and is happy to answer any 
questions. Mayor Schoenig states that Mr. Negro will begin on July 27th and he will be sworn in next week. The Board 
welcomes Mr. Negro to the Village. 

8. Appointment of Court Clerk Brittany Lowe. Mayor Schoenig motions to approve appointment of Court Clerk Brittany 
Lowe, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd, Counsel Molé mentions he has worked closely with her at the Patterson Town Court 
and she will make a great addition to the Village Court Office, all in favor 5 to 0.  

9. Water Bill Adjustment. Clerk Chiudina explains the error on the July water bills and announces that all water users will 
receive a 7% credit on their water bill that they can use this billing or it will be subtracted from the next billing. She 
invites property owners to call the Village Offices to find out what the new bill is or property owners can do so by using 
the pay current bill link on the Village website. Deputy Mayor Piccini asks if people have already paid the water bill and 
if the Village now owes them a credit and Clerk Chiudina explains that if someone already paid their bill, they will 
receive the credit on their next bill. Clerk Chiudina can also provide a breakdown of the amounts that are due. Trustee 
Bryde notes that these mistakes happen and that the letter that was sent out to the public had explained everything 
well and thanks Clerk Chiudina for the clarification and for remediating the mistake. 

10. Minutes for approval - June 17, 2020 Minutes. Trustee Bryde motions to approve the June 17, 2020 Minutes, Deputy 
Mayor Piccini 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0. 

11. Correspondence Sent/Received for June, 2020. Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the June, 2020 Correspondence 
Sent/Received, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

12. Vouchers Payable – Trustee Bryde reviewed the vouchers in the office today and found everything order. Mayor 
Schoenig thanks her for her time and Deputy Mayor Piccini thanks Trustee Bryde for continuing to check the vouchers 
while she is unable to.  
12.1. A -  GENERAL FUND $50,275.59 
12.2. C –  REFUSE & GARBAGE 19,752.42 
12.3. EN- ENGINEER FEES ESCROW 1,435.02 
12.4. F -  WATER FUND 13,765.28 
12.5. G - SEWER FUND 58,397.87 
12.6. H63 -  TONETTA BROOK MARVIN AVE HEADWALL 17.91 
12.7. H64 -  STREET MILLING & PAVING PROJECT – 2019 15,973.50 
12.8. TA -  TRUST & AGENCY  14,430.47 

Total Vouchers Payable $174,048.06 
Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the vouchers payable as written, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0. 

13. Other Business 
13.1. Trustee Bryde mentions she attended the Flag Day Celebration at the Brewster Elks Lodge on July 5th and 

notes that the crowd was small due to social distancing measures that were in place. She also mentions that 
Putnam County Judge James Reitz and Village Resident Jack Gress were acknowledged and honored at the 
ceremony.  

14. New Business 
14.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini would like the Board to preface this notion by stating that this does not need to be 

discussed at this meeting but should be on the minds of the Trustees. She would like to discuss, at some point, the 
disruption of fireworks and how the Village can better determine the location of the origin of the fireworks being 
set off in the Village. She is unsure if there is any way possible to deter the community from setting off fireworks 
but believes it is worth mentioning. 

14.2. Trustee Gaspar reminds the Board that there still needs to be a discussion about the commercial vehicles 
parking overnight on residential roads. Counsel Molé states that there are parts of the Code that have restrictions 
but it should be discussed at the next meeting and he will send out more samples of Codes to review.  

14.3. Mayor Schoenig discusses the email he received from William Banks about the 2020 Census Training Space. 
Mayor Schoenig mentions that Village Hall would not be a safe space to use as court has begun again and the 
Village has no way of knowing where the trainees have been, if they do not get tested or have their temperature 
taken upon entering. Mayor Schoenig notes that the lab building would be a more suitable location. Clerk Chiudina 
reads the email from William Banks and recites the dates needed and the amount of people attending as well as 
mentions that the space will be cleaned afterwards. The Board states that they are comfortable with allowing the 
Census Training to be at the lab building but the Village will need an insurance certificate. Mayor Schoenig motions 



to allow the Census Training to be at the lab building located at 25 Marvin Avenue for the following dates: July 31st, 
and August 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 13th pending receiving the insurance certificate and ensuring there are Wi-Fi 
capabilities in that building, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0.  

15. Public Comment 
15.1. John Degnan, Village Resident, would like to speak with the Board about his water bill for one of the 

properties he owns and rents out. Mr. Degnan noticed a large water bill from one his accounts and after further 
inspection of that building, found a water spigot that was compromised. He would like to know how the Village has 
dealt with water leaks like this in the past and what can be done about the water bill. Mayor Schoenig states that if 
it can be proved that the water did not enter the sewer system, Mr. Degnan can ask for relief on the next sewer 
bill, which is based off of the prior water bill. Mr. Degnan presents the Board with calculations on the amount of 
water used from a water spicket but admits it is difficult to calculate as the hose was not on full blast. He informs 
the Board that the renter at that property did not inform Mr. Degnan of the leak because the renter did not want 
people around the property during COVID-19 but Mr. Degnan informed the renter that it is important to report 
these incidents as it can cause major problems. Mayor Schoenig notes that this is the biggest leak he’s heard of 
and asks that Mr. Degnan submit to the Board what the prior bills and consumption on that property were in the 
past to determine what the bill amount would be appropriate to charge. He continues by stating that the Board 
may not come to a decision tonight on the matter and Mr. Degnan understands and is willing to provide 
correspondence between himself and the tenant on what happened. Mayor Schoenig asks Mr. Degnan if he would 
be comfortable allowing the Village DPW to reread the meter and Mr. Degnan agrees. Mayor Schoenig informs Mr. 
Degnan that the Board will reevaluate the bill and invites him to come to the next meeting when the Board makes 
a decision. Mr. Degnan notes that this is the first leak at this property and he also has a plumber on his staff that is 
available to fix leaks when they come up. Deputy Mayor Piccini asks if Mr. Degnan has a policy about the tenants 
paying for high water bills that are due to a leak or is this the cost of doing business that he as the landlord would 
have to endure. Mr. Degnan states that he would not penalize someone for a large bill or water leak, but does ask 
that tenants inform him immediately of any leaks on the property. Mr. Degnan discusses the idea of installing 
meters in each dwelling on a single property as this would help determine what dwellings are using more water, 
however the data is difficult to maintain. He asks if the Board would consider reading the data from multiple 
meters in a multi-dwelling property and he as a property owner would be willing to put in the meters for each 
dwelling. Mr. Degnan is open to having a discussion with the Board and anyone else who can help save on water 
usage. Mayor Schoenig asks that Mr. Degnan get all of the documents to Clerk Chiudina and the Board will discuss 
the bill from there. 

15.2. Joshua messaged the meeting chat room and stated that he or she was only there to observe.  
16. Mayor Schoenig motions to adjourn the regular meeting, Trustee Bryde 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0.  
 



















 


